
              S E R V I N G  T H E  6 6 T H  H O U S E  D I S T R I C T  

L E G I S L A T I V E  R E P O R T  

State Representative  

Joseph Uecker 

Dear Neighbors: 

 

Since January, my colleagues and I in the Ohio House of Representatives have been 

working diligently on the state operating budget. This measure allocates your tax dollars 

and funds the operation of state government for the next two years. Through many 

debates, I have worked to be your voice in Columbus on the issues that matter most to 

you and your family. The budget has now passed the House and has moved to the Senate 

for further discussion. 

 

Some of the key issues that arose during discussion on the state budget include the 

allocation of federal stimulus dollars, education reforms proposed by Governor 

Strickland, funding for higher education, and strategies to promote economic 

development and creating jobs in Ohio.  

 

Because I know schedules are hectic and work and family needs are a priority, this 

newsletter will help keep you informed about what is happening here in Columbus. Inside 

you will find articles detailing resources available at our state library that can help your 

career and pending legislation that will benefit our college graduates. 

 

With that in mind, it is important for me to hear from you so that I can best represent your 

views and opinions. Please do not hesitate to contact my office with any questions or 

concerns you may have about any of the matters we are considering here in Columbus. I 

can be reached by phone at (614) 466-8134, by e-mail at district66@ohr.state.oh.us or by 

mail at 77 South High Street, District 66, Columbus, OH 43215. 

 

It is a pleasure to serve as your state representative and I look forward to hearing from 

you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joseph Uecker 

State Representative  

Ohio House District 66 

J O S E P H  U E C K E R  

Term in Office: 3rd 

Hometown: Miami                          

        Township 

Committees: 

Commerce and Labor  

Ranking Member 

Criminal Justice 

Public Utilities 

Transportation and  

Infrastructure 

 

 

W ith hundreds of separate pieces of legislation to consider every year, 

legislators in Columbus need the opinion, advice and specialized knowledge 

of their constituents to guide them. It is impossible for any legislator to have detailed 

knowledge of the technicalities of every bill he or she must consider.  

 

This means that even if you oppose a bill, legislators welcome your letters because 

you are providing them with knowledge they need to make decisions.  

 

YOUR LEGISLATOR 

NEEDS 
YOUR HELP 
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MARKETING YOURSELF IN TODAY’S ECONOMY 
 

As the nation and state face economic difficulties, it is individual Ohioans who are 

feeling the effects as unemployment rises. As Legislators it is our top priority to do 

everything possible to create jobs and better prepare the citizens of Ohio to take on 

the jobs of the future and compete in the new economy. As such, the state offers 

many resources for those searching for a job, seeking to go back to school or aim-

ing to improve their job skills. One such resource is the State  Library of Ohio. 

 

The library’s Web site offers free resources for those looking for assistance in preparing to re-enter the  

workforce through its Learning Express Library. The online library offers electronic courses on developing job 

search and networking skills, creating resumes and cover letters, tips on interviewing and a guide for success 

on the job. Furthermore, the site offers courses to improve your computer skills in applications such as  

Microsoft Word, Excel, Outlook and more. 

 

With the Learning Express Library, users can access over 770 online practice tests to prepare for career certifi-

cation and license exams in some of the fastest growing fields such as healthcare, education, civil service, and 

business. In addition, the site also offers practices tests for those preparing for the GED exam; or practicing for 

college or graduate school admissions tests. 

 

To register to use this free, valuable resource visit: http://www.learnatest.com/LEL/index.cfm/  

 

In addition to developing your newly-found skills or trade, it is important to 

know where to go to find new employment opportunities. One resource in 

Ohio is local One-Stop job centers, which are designed to help job seekers 

receive special skills training and find employment. 

 

Coordinated by a group of over 30 agencies and organizations, One-Stops 

are located throughout Ohio and offer job training, resume writing,  

computer  training, and advice for accessing higher education. One-Stop 

centers also offer job aptitude testing based on individual interests and qualifications, to help people find a 

field best suited for their personal needs.  

 

One-Stops are collaborated with various organizations like the Ohio Department of Job and Family      

Services (ODJFS), Veteran’s Services, Workforce Investment Act agencies, and the Bureau of Vocational 

Rehabilitation and Senior Services. Employment services are entirely free and include job search           

resources and various workshops. 

 

There are 90 One-Stop branches in the state. To locate your nearest One-Stop office, or to explore the 

many employment services that ODJFS has to offer, call 1-877-852-0010 or visit their Web site at 

www.jfs.ohio.gov. 

YOUR ONE-STOP EMPLOYMENT RESOURCE 

http://www.learnatest.com/LEL/index.cfm/
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INCENTIVES FOR COLLEGE GRADS 
cience and           

technology are the 

groundwork of the   

modern world       

economy, and Ohio 

needs to equip our   

college graduates with 

skills to succeed in an 

increasingly high-tech 

environment. State  

legislators are currently 

brainstorming ways to 

develop a qualified 

workforce in Ohio to 

move our economy  

forward. In addition, my colleagues and I are working 

on ways to retain college students after graduation to 

maintain a workforce prepared for the jobs of the 21st 

century. 

 

In recent years, Ohio has experienced a problematic 

“brain drain” as our young talent leave the state after 

graduating from college. Specifically, 41 percent of 

medical school graduates leave Ohio within half a 

year of graduation, and 27 percent of graduates with 

bachelor’s degrees leave the state. It is of the upmost 

importance that we invest in programs to help retain 

Ohio’s college graduates. Here in the Ohio General 

Assembly, several pieces of legislation are undergoing            

consideration that will provide incentives to attract 

and retain students after graduation. 

 

—House Bill 123— 
This legislation, introduced by Representatives Josh 

Mandel and Jay Goyal, seeks to encourage the growth 

of Ohio’s technological skill base by attracting and 

retaining graduates from the science, technology,    

engineering and mathematics (STEM) fields. The bill 

would provide income tax credits for these graduates 

who plan to live and work in Ohio for at least five 

years. Monetary credits of $5,000 for an associate’s 

degree, $20,000 for a baccalaureate degree, and 

$30,000 for a post-graduate degree are to be awarded 

in increments over a 10-year period. 

—House Bill 144— 
Representative Cheryl Grossman’s sponsored bill 

would grant income tax credits for college graduates 

who earn any baccalaureate degree and reside in Ohio 

post-graduation. The credit amount would equal the 

individual’s net state income tax liability for a period 

of five years. Eligible individuals may file for the 

credit through the Ohio Board of Regents within one 

year after earning a degree. 

 

 

—Senate Bill 5— 
Senator Steve Buehrer recently introduced Senate Bill 

5, which would create the Grants for Grads Program. 

This program would provide college graduates with 

grants for the purchase of their first homes in Ohio. 

The monetary awards, worth $2,500 for an associate’s 

degree, $5,000 for a baccalaureate degree, and 

$10,000 for a post-graduate degree, are to be applied 

to the down payment or closing costs of a home     

purchase. The grant recipients must intend to live and 

work in Ohio for at least five years following    

graduation and will be selected bi-annually through a 

lottery. The window for application is open until 60 

days after the graduation date, and for the initial     

lottery, graduates can still apply if they completed a 

degree on or after January 1, 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These bills aim to provide incentives that will entice 

graduates to remain in Ohio. By retaining our college 

graduates, we will assist in economically revitalizing 

our state and making Ohio nationally competitive in a 

21st century economy.  

S 



CONSTITUENT  

SERVICES  
 

 

It is important for me to hear the 

opinions and concerns of  

constituents in the district.  

 

You can reach me by mail, phone or   

e-mail. My staff or I will assist you in 

any way we can. 

 

77 South High Street,  

District 66 

Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 

 

Columbus Office:  

(614) 466-8134 

 

E-mail:  

district66@ohr.state.oh.us 
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Every legislator considers 

many bills on a wide range 

of subjects. Therefore, the first 

essential aspect of an 

effective letter to a 

legislator is a specific 

reference to the particular bill 

which interests you. The 

second important element is a 

brief description of the effect 

the bill’s provisions will have 

on you. The third component 

of a convincing letter is your advice to 

your legislator as to how you think he or 

she should vote on the bill.  

 

HOW TO  

WRITE 
YOUR LEGISLATOR 

 

CONTACTING YOUR 

STATE GOVERNMENT: 

Attorney General Consumer Protection  

Child Support Hotline 

Crime Victim Assistance 

Home Energy Assistance Program 

Legislative Information 

Medicaid Consumer Hotline 

State Highway Patrol (Highway Help) 

Tax Questions 

Travel and Tourism 

Unemployment Hotline 

Utility Consumer Complaints 

Workers’ Compensation 

 

Ohio Web site 

House Web site 

800-282-0515 

800-686-1556 

800-582-CVSS 

800-282-0880 

800-282-0253 

800-324-8680 

877-7-PATROL 

800-282-1780 

800-BUCKEYE 

800-251-OBES 

800-282-9448 

800-OHIO-BWC 

 

www.ohio.gov 

www.house.state.oh.us 

HELPFUL STATE TOLL-FREE NUMBERS 



MAY LEGISLATIVE SURVEY 

State Representative 

Joseph Uecker 
66th House District 

Your views on issues facing state government are important to me. Knowing where you stand on the 

issues helps me to better represent your views in the state Legislature. Please take the time to register 

your opinion on the following topics. I look forward 

 
Do you consider an increase in fees and penalties the 
same as an increase in taxes? 
 
Would you support legislation to allow gambling 
facilities in Ohio? 
 
Do you support extending the school year from 180 to 
200 instructional days? 
 
Would you support a proposal that required drug 
testing for those who receive public assistance? 
 
Do you support the exploration, discovery and 
production of oil and natural gas on public lands? 
 

CONSTITUENT #1         CONSTITUENT #2  

 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED 
 
 

 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 

Please list what you believe are the top three issues facing Ohio today. (Write answer below) 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

If you would like to receive information and legislative updates through e-mail and/or by mail in the future, please 

provide the following information.: 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone Number: ____________________________ E-mail: ________________________________________ 

 

*Please either fold and return this form to me at the address listed on the reverse side, or e-mail your 

thoughts and responses to us at district66@ohr.state.oh.us. 

Thank you very much for your time in thinking through and answering these questions. If there is anything I can do 

to better serve you, please contact me: State Representative Joseph Uecker, 77 South High St., District 66, 

Columbus, OH 43215-6111; phone: (614) 466-8134; e-mail: district66@ohr.state.oh.us. 

COMMENTS: 



State Representative Joseph Uecker 
77 S. High St., District 66 
Columbus, OH 43215-6111 

Put stamp here. 

The Post Office 

will not deliver mail 

without proper 

postage. 

 


